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Introduction:

This video is meant for people who already have a grasp on regular HTML/XHTML. The video is
used to showcase how to add style to a normal HTML/XHTML web page by embedding CSS. We
will be able to create a simple centered content layout in less than 10 minutes by creating a
style sheet. We will also be doing this using a simple text editor such as Notepad or TextEdit.
Any simple text editing software will work as long as it allows you to save as an .html file. Using
these simple editors will allow you to get accustomed to the principles of CSS and
HTML/XHTML. More advanced tools can get over whelming for a new developer. Additionally,
word processing software such as Microsoft Word or Apple Pages cannot typically create files
that a browser can read.

For this tutorial feel free to play around with the code that | have supplied. A very good tool
that | recommend is called Firebug. It is a supplemental editing tool that allows you to make
changes on the fly. You can download Firebug at www.firebug.com. Please note that Firebug

requires the use of the Firefox browser. So be sure that you have Firefox installed before
downloading Firebug.

Materials:

HTML/XHTML template

Simple text editor

A web browser ie. FireFox, Internet Explorer
Additional Resources:

www.w3schools.com — Complete Web Tutorials

www.w3.org — World Wide Web Consortium



Outline:

The header for my first web page using CSS!

The content for my first web page using CSS!

1. For this video | will show how we can create a stylized web page like this using embedded
CSS.

") mywicbpage - Notepad 0 ————

File Edit Format View Help

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/Toose.dtd">

<html>

<head>
<title>My First web Page!</title>

</head=

<body=>
<p>My First web page. It is kinda dull. I wish it had mor stylellk/p>
</body=>

</html=

2. First, we need to start off with a simple HTML template. If you do not have a template
already made simply copy this format. You can get a DocType by using Google and searching
the word DocType. For this demonstration | have used HTML 4.01 Transitional. We are not
going to worry about making the web page standards compliant just yet.



<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN"
"http://waw.w3.org/TR/htm14 /Toose. dtd”>

<html=>

<head=
<title>My First Web Pagel!</title>

kstyle type="text/css'">
</style>

</head=>

<body>
<p>=My First web page. It is kinda dull. I wish it had mor stylel</p=

</body=>

</html=>

3. Here you can see that | have added a style tag to the head section of the HTML template.
The style tag defines the style in a document and the type="text/css” defines the content. This
lets the browser know that we are using a CSS style sheet.

4. The format for adding CSS is based off of a selector, its property, and its value. A selector is
an HTML element or tag that you wish to define. For this demonstration, we will be defining
the body, a header, content, and footer section. The properties are attributes that you wish to
change. For this instance we will use some simple properties that will be easy to understand.
We will be using margin, background, color, and few additional properties that are easily
notified. Each property can take a value. It is the value that will dictate the specific style
change.

The format for selector, property, and values are as follows;
Selector {property: value}

For easier scan-ability it is always easier to describe one property on each line.



<html=

<head:=
<title>My First Web Pagel</titlex
<style type="text/css">

body {

margin: 0;
background:#111;
color:#000;
text-align: center;

h

</stylex
</head:=

5. You can see here that we have started to add styles to the body of the web page. We simply
add the body selector to the format described in step 4. We set the default margin to zero to
make sure that it is viewed the same across all browsers. Some browsers have different margin
defaults and this will circumvent that. | have set the background to a dark grey by add the
#111. This is HTML color code short hand. You can find different color codes by using Google
and searching “HTML Color Wheel”, there are many different applications available to provide
HTML color codes. We have set the color property to #000 which is black. This will make all
text displayed on the page black. Additionally, all of the text will be aligned in the center using
the text-align property and center.



<head:>
<title>My First Web Pagel!</title>
<style type="text/css">

body {

margin: 0;
background:#111;
color:#000;
text-align: center;

¥

ftheader {

width: 100%;

height: 50px;
background: #cbO;
border: 2px solid #000;
margin: 0;

}

6. Here you can see we have begun to stylize the header. We use the same format as before
but we have added a # sign before the word header. This signifies the header asan ID. AnID is
a unique identifier to an element and is can only be used once within a document. We are
setting the header, footer, and content as ID’s because there are generally only one of these in
any given web page. A discussion on ID v. Class will be breached in a more in depth tutorial of
CSS.

7. I have used the width property to set how long the header will be. In this case it will stretch
with the length of the window because | have set it at 100%. | have set the height to 50px for
aesthetic reasons. It simply makes the header 50px high. Again you see the use of the
background and margin as explained in step 5. For the header | have also added a border
property. The border will be displayed at 2px in width and it will be a solid black. You can
follow the values to see how this takes place.



<style type="text/css">

body {
margi 0;
background #111;
color:#000;
text—a11gn: center;

#header {

width: 100%;

height: 50px;
background: #cbO;
border: 2px solid #000;
margin: 0;

#content{

height: 500px;

border: solid #000;
border-width: Opx 2px;
background: #fff;
margin: 0 10%;

#footer{

width: 100%;

height: 30px
background: #810
}border 2px solid #000;

</stylex

8. Now you can see that | have finished up the style sheet by adding a content and footer ID.
You will notice that | have stylized the border and margins a little differently in the content
section. | have created the border using two different properties border and border-width.

You have already seen the solid and color values for the border property. But in this instance |
did not want the content to have a top or bottom border because it would use the border for
the header and footer. This was mainly a style choice. The border-width property lists its
values for the top and bottom first and the left and right second. You can see the | have set the
top and bottom value to zero and the left and right value has been set to 2px to match the rest
of the page. The margin property follows the same principal. The top and bottom has been set
to 0 so that the header and footer are placed on the top and bottom respectively. The left and
right margin has been set to 10%. This creates the gray borders on either side of the content.
This can be done many other ways but for this demonstration | have chosen this method.



<body=>

<div id="header">The header for my first web page using C55!</div>
<div id="content">=The content for my first web page using Css!</div=>
<div id="footer">The footer for my first web page using C55!</div>

</body=

9. Now that we have created the styles for each of these sections, how do we use them? That
is very easy. We will simply create a div tag and define the ID within the first tag as shown
above. A <div> tag simply defines a division/section in a document. This tag should be familiar
to you. By adding the id="header” we tell the browser to use the header ID that we created in
the style sheet that is embedded. Do this for the content and footer sections as well.

<html>

<head=
<titlesMy First Web Pagel</titlex
<style type="text/css'>

body {

margin: 0;
background: #111;
color:#000;
text-align: center;

#header {

width: 100%;

height: 50px;
background: #ch0;
border: 2px solid #000;
margin: 0;

#content{

height: 500px;

border: solid #000;
border-width: Opx 2px;
background: #fff;
margin: 0 10%;

#footer{

width: 100%;

height: 30px;
background: #810;
}border: 2px solid #000;

</style>
</head>

<body>

<div id="header">The header for my first web page using CSS!</div>
<div id="content”>The content for my first web page using css!</divs>
<div id="footer">The footer for my first web page using CsSsS!</div>
</body>

</html=

10. Here you can see the finalized version of our web page. This is a good time to give it a once
over to see if there are any tags that you have left open or braces that you have not closed.
Now save your file as an .html file and open it using a browser of your choice.



The header for my first web page using CSS!

The content for my first web page using CSS!

11. We are now done. You should be able to view your .html file in a browser. The file should
render something similar to this. If it does not look quite like this, be sure that you have closed
all of your tags and curly braces. You may also want to go over your code again to see if you
have mispelled any words in the style sheet or elsewhere. If you need any additional help, feel
free to contact me via email at dustinrgraham@yahoo.com.
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